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Utah Cherry Production Down

Utah: Utah’s 2004 tart cherry production forecast is 23.0 million pounds, compared to 26.0 million pounds produced in 2003
and 3.0 million pounds in 2002. Although production is forecast to be down from 2003, favorable weather conditions have
allowed for another good crop. Utah is forecasting sweet cherry production to be 1,700 tons, down 23 percent from 2003 but
a significant increase over the 2002 crop of 400 tons. Poor pollination in Box Elder County contributed to the decrease in
production from last year.

United States: Tart cherry production is forecast at 215 million pounds, 5 percent below 2003 production but more than 3 times
the production of the weather-devastated crop in 2002. Michigan, the largest producing State, expects a crop of 145 million
pounds, down 6 percent from 2003 but nearly 10 times as much as in 2002. In the Northwest, Michigan’s largest producing
region, a freeze in early May damaged buds. In general, the weather has been cold and was poor during pollination.

Sweet cherry production is forecast 276,550 tons, up 17 percent from 2003 and 52 percent above 2002. The Washington crop,
at a record high production of 130,000 tons, is down 4 percent from the June 1 forecast but is 12 percent above 2003.
Washington’s cherry crop experienced unusually warm conditions during the spring, which contributed to a good bloom. Most
growers are reporting crop sizes equal to or greater than a year ago. Rain in early June caused some crop loss due to splitting.



